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With the crocuses and daﬀodils beginning to make their appearance, things are
star ng to heat up for PER 2019. As usual, there is a slew of opportuni es available for
you to get involved with as well a a preview of the incredible line-up for our annual
conference, PER Day, which is open for registra on now.

Five times a charm!
PER Day is back! Our thought-provoking and inspiring annual conference for public
engagement will see it's fifth outing on Friday, 5th April, and this year our plans are

bigger and better than ever, so much so that we've had to up-size our venue to Bramall
Concert Hall to get everyone in! The day will feature talks and workshops a host of
brilliant PER experts including:
Professor of Public Engagement with Science and broadcaster, Alice Roberts
“The Trials and Triumphs of Innovation” with Rachael Minott (The Past is Now,
BMAG) and Ellen Dowell (Einstein's Garden)
A strategy update from Tom Saunders (Head of Public Engagement, UKRI)
Comedy for engagement with Jon Wood (BrightClub) and Dr Martin
Khechara (University of Wolverhampton)
The power of Wikipedia, featuring Dr Jess Wade (Imperial College London)
Novel approaches to evaluation and collaboration, with Dr Lucinda Spokes
(Cambridge Science Festival) and theatre company, LYNNEBEC
Engagement for activism with Dr Alfredo Carpineti (IFLScience)
A networking lunch and wine reception followed by a BrumSciComm social
You can find the full programme and registration here,
it too late!

bookings essential so don't leave

It's also your last chance to register for the next LES PER Forum on 4th March (drop-ins
welcome, but registration ensures we buy enough cake!) and to register your interest in
being part of our pop-up research market event at CoCoMad Festival. Plus be sure not to
miss our Creative Engagement workshop on Interactive Media: Games, Apps and More
on 27th March. Places are filling up fast so register now! Finally, 5th March is the
deadline for our Light of Understanding Award for Excellence in Public Engagement.
Nominate yourself or a colleague to be in with a chance of winning <£2,000 to carry out
a new, innovative engagement project.

Funding Success!
Congratulations go to Oonagh Pennington-Wilson for being awarded a grant through our
internal seed-corn grant scheme, the PER Fund. Oonagh will be working with local Year 9
students to explore the relevance of the Pandora story and the underpinning ideas of
Greek theatre to modern life. Her project, MYTH Today, will see Oonagh working with a
playwright and actor to co-produce a new performance with the students.
We wish her and her collaborators all the best of luck and can't wait to hear about the
outcomes of the projects. For more on the scheme (next deadline 28th February) and how
to apply see 'Funding Opportunities' below.

Current Events and Opportunities
Breakfast Brainstorm

Our next monthly drop-in session will take place 27th
March, 9-11am. Open to all who want to learn more or get
advice and support on public engagement. Find us in
Muirhead Tower Starbucks, upper level seating. See HERE or
check #uobbrainstorm.

WISE Inspire! Event

Join Women in Science and Engineering (WISE) on 27th February,
17:30-20:00, at LG09, The Old Gym (UoB campus) for an evening
of networking and inspirational talks from women in science.
Invited guest Dr Maria Velissariou, will discuss her work
promoting diversity in STEM. Afterwards network over free pizza
and drinks! Find out more and register on Facebook or here.

Public Engagement Methodologies

The InSPIRES EU project is delighted to welcome you to join
a new webinar on Public Engagement Methodologies on the
28th February at 10h (CET time – 9am UK time). In this
webinar, two expert speakers will share their experiences
and perspectives. To participate please register here.

Royal Society Partnership Grants

Up to £3,000 available (for equipment) for schools-led
projects to be used to "bring research alive ". Schools will
run a STEM investigation project in partnership with a STEM
professional (research or industry). More info here,
deadline: 28th February.

Standing Up For Science

Join Sense About Science at University of Manchester on
29th March for a free, full day workshop for ECRs and PGRs
in any field of science, tech, engineering, maths or social
science. Find out how to make your voice heard in public
debate and meet scientists and journalists with expertise in
science communication. Apply here by 28th February.

Alzheimer’s Society Grants

For researchers to communicate with people who may be
helped by the outcomes of their research. Grants support
e.g. patient workshops, exhibits or performances, audiovisual and media outputs or educational aids. Grants up to
£2,500, deadline 28th February, details and apply here.

Engage Academies

The NCCPE have just opened bookings for the 2019 cohorts
of the Engage Academy and Engage Researchers Academy.
Both are year-long programmes to learn and develop new
ways of working within a supportive group. Cost is £990
(£800 early bird). Apply here: professionals (deadline 28th
February), researchers (deadline 15th March).

Internal PER Fund

Apply to the UoB PER Fund for up to £2,000
to kick start your public engagement. Next
deadline 28th February or up to £250
available year round. Open to all UoB
researchers, including PGRs. Details and
form here.

Research at the Heart of Brum

Our first event in October in New Street Station saw
researchers interact with almost 900 people and now we've
booked our Summer tour! We'll be at Green Heart 8th June,
Selly Oak Festival 15th June, CoCoMad 6th July and Bullring
Markets 17th August. Get in touch by 28th February if
you’d be interested in taking part.

Eureka! Bathtub Challenge

The Discovery Museum, Newcastle are launching a new live
engineering challenge in which teams must transport a
hacky sack 15 metres across the plaza in front of the
Museum....using only the potential energy store in a
bathtub of water raised 2.5m high! The event itself will take
place on Saturday, 30th March. Details and how to apply
here, deadline 3rd March.

LES PER Forum

Calling all public engagement enthusiasts in the College of
Life and Environmental Sciences! The next LES PER Forum
will be held on 4th March, 2-4pm in Mechanical and Civil
Engineering, room B04, and is a chance for you to meet up
with colleagues and share your experiences over coffee and
cake. Details and sign up here. If you would like a slot to
present what you’ve been up to get in touch!

Turing Engagement Fund

The Alan Turing Institute provides funding for engagement
events and activities linked to the themes of AI and big
data. The next funding deadline is 4th March (opens 11th
Feb), there is no budget limit and anyone can apply
with endorsement from a Turing Fellow (UoB has 17). Info
here, find Fellows here, guidance here and application here.

Light of Understanding Award

PER Team have just launched the new Light
of Understanding Award, to reward a UoB
researcher / group doing brilliant PER.
Nominations are open now, closing on 5th
March so why not submit a nomination (selfnominations welcome too!)? The winner(s)
will be announced at our annual PER Day
conference on 5th April and receive a prize
of <£2,000 to carry out new PER projects.
Details/apply here.

Royal Society PER Training

The Royal Society will be running two, full-day training courses at
their office in London. Introduction to Public Engagement, led by Dr
Steve Cross will take place on 12th March, 10am-4:30pm.
Engaging with Schools, led by Dr Ceri Harrop and Dee-Ann Johnson
will be on 21st March 10am-5pm. Follow the links for more info,
including fees, bursaries and registration.

Manchester MakeFest

The Manchester Science and Industry Museum’s family
festival of making, engineering and technology returns

25th-26th May. They are looking for all kinds of people to
get involved – more info and apply here, guidelines here,
deadline

19th March.

British Ecological Society Outreach Grants

Encourage individuals and organisations to promote
ecological science to a wider audience through public
engagement activities. Projects must be aimed at a nonacademic audience and provide a clear demonstration of

direct interaction with the public. Up to £2,000 available,
deadline 20th March, more info and apply here.

Ask For Evidence

Sense About Science is recruiting 20 new volunteer
ambassadors from all walks of life and from around the UK
to lead the Ask For Evidence (A4E) campaign. Ambassadors
give talks and run activities to promote discussion about
the use of evidence in everyday life. Successful applicants
will receive training and help shape the national campaign.
For more info and to apply see here or feel free to ask PER
Team’s Leah (currently an A4E Ambassador) for advice.
Deadline 22nd March.

Legacies of the First World War Festival

The Diversity festival is being held on 22nd & 23rd March,
at the Midlands Arts Centre, Birmingham and is dedicated
to reflecting on public history and heritage with a focus on
diverse stories, exploring the different types of
collaborative work that has been done around WW1 subjects
since 2014. Community organisers, heritage and creative
workers, academics, local historians, and members of the
public are all welcome. Full programme of events here

Creative Engagement: Games Apps and More

The second in PER Team’s new series of Creative
Engagement workshops will be on Interactive Media for
Engagement: Games, Apps and More. Hear from and
discuss with a range of researchers how they have used
different interactive methods to engage the public. 27th
March, 10:50am-2pm. Find out more and sign up here.

Mapping the Midlands

Is a FREE, one-day conference exploring the territories of
cultural education, collaborative research and placemaking
in the Midlands and will include input from a broad range of
commentators working locally and from broader national
and international contexts. The event will be held at Empire,
Coventry on 27th March, book your free place here.

Science in Public

The next Science in Public conference will take place in
Manchester from 10th-12th July and the organisers are
currently running a call for contributions. If you want to
share your learning about public science work submit your
idea here by 29th March.

Being Human

The UKs only festival of the humanities, Being Human, is
now inviting applications for 2019. The festival will run 1423 November and this year takes the theme, ‘Discoveries &
Secrets’, which is intended to be interpreted broadly.
Funding of <£4,000 is available to support individual
activities or programmes. Details, FAQ and apply here,
deadline 8th April.

Biochemical Society Outreach Grant

Offering funding for projects that communicate the
excitement of molecular bioscience and aim to increase
participation at school and beyond. Applications are
invited up to £1000 to assist with direct costs associated
with an event (e.g. transport and/or teacher cover). All
details here, deadline 9th April.

Creative Evaluation Course

Arts Connect are offering training for participants to develop their
creative evaluation skills and apply these in practice to their own
organisation. The course consists of four full days, over eight
weeks (with opportunity to apply the learning between sessions).
First date 9th April. Find out more here, questions to Susan
Goodwin.

Curiosity Funding

The Wellcome Trust and BBC Children in Need are
collaborating on Curiosity – a programme that uses science
activities to make a positive difference to young people
affected by disadvantage. This is an opportunity for
informal science learning providers to partner with youth
organisations with funding available <£40,000. More info
here, here and here. Deadline 12th April.

Biochemical Society Competition

Biochem Soc’s annual Science Communication Competition
celebrates students with outstanding communication skills
in the molecular biosciences and is open to all UG and
postgrad students. Winners have their writing published in
The Biochemist magazine, receive a mentoring session and
a cash prize. Deadline 15th April, more details here.

Wellcome Engagement Masterclass

Applications are now open for the next Wellcome Genome
Campus Public Engagement Masterclass. The two-day,
residential course is a fantastic development opportunity
for researchers looking for the skills to embed engagement
in their future research practice. Places are allocated
competitively. Course cost is £502, including
accommodation and there are some bursaries and grants so
please get in touch if lack of access to training funds would
be a barrier to attendance. Deadline 16th April.

Geofest 2019

Geofest encompasses hundreds of events linked to geology,
heritage and biodiversity and runs at public venues across
the West Midlands from 25th May to 1st September. Get in
touch with Carl Stevenson ASAP if you are would like to get
involved / run an event. More info here.

Bristol Science Film Festival

The Bristol Short Science Film Competition 2019 is now
open for entries. Winners get cash prizes and to attend a
screening at the Festival in August. Details and T&Cs here,
previous winners’ experience here, deadline

Arts & Science Festival – Call for Events

30th June.

The festival team is currently inviting University staff and
students to submit events to take place across 2019/20
coinciding with the four Green Heart themes of Celebration
(Jun-Sept), Change (Sept-Dec), Illumination (Dec-Mar) and
Hope (Mar-Jun). For more info and application form see
here. Direct completed forms and/or queries here.

Pharmacology Bursaries

The British Pharmacological Society offers funding members
for engagement activities – <£250 available year round or
<£1,500 available bi-annually. Next deadline in July, more
info and apply here.

Agewell Meet the Researcher

Agewell is an interactive event for the Birmingham 1000
Elders to find out more about research that concerns older
people, their health and wellbeing and healthy ageing. The
event will be held on 10th September, 11am-4pm, at Carrs
Lane Conference Centre. Contact Lisa Fuller ASAP for more
information or to register your interest.

Reaction Awards

Grants up to £5,000 are available to any researcher for
public engagement activities provided the application
includes research in an STFC-funded area of science or
technology. Full details here, applications open year round.

Funding Opportunities
Internal funding

The PER Team has a small pot of funding available to help researchers to get great PER
ideas off the ground. Small grants of <£250 can be applied for year round and we also
have larger grants of <£2,000 which are assessed quarterly. The next deadline is 28th
February for outcome w/c 18th March, then 30th May, for outcome w/c 17th June. Find
out more and apply HERE.

External funding

There are lots of external sources of PER funding, some one-offs, some annual, some
limited and some very open. We try to advertise everything we hear about here, but you
can also find a list of funders and schemes on our blog.

Questions? Know of more opportunities?
Been doing PER? Or need advice and support?
Let us know via:
Twitter

Blog

Email

