Public Engagement with Research
Newsletter - July 2018
The University is winding down for the summer but the UoB PER team are still hard at
work, have a look at what we've up to this month and check out the huge number of
upcoming public engagement opportunities and events we've rounded up...

Lapworth Lates
Thursday 19th July was the first ever Lapworth Lates! We promised a curious evening of
geological sci-art, contemporary research and culinary intrigue and we were so pleased that so
many people came to experience it! And suffice to say, it certainly was curious and intriguing (if
also a little sweaty!). There's no possible way to sum up all of the goings on (which included
exhibitions, performing creatures, a pop-up gallery, fancy dress, dinosaur photograms, ancient
medicine, 3D printing, fluorescent rocks, edible geology, dinosaur cocktails, cancer therapies,
mass extinctions and even dinosaur cupcakes) in this newsletter so please do head to Twitter
#LapworthLates to see more of what happened and take a look at our blog post!

Watch this space

With our inaugural 'Late' a great success, we are now delving through our audience feedback in
order to create something even more exciting. Yes, that's right, the Lapworth Museum, PER

Team and Cultural Engagement will be working together again to bring you more surprising and
delightful experiences! We can't divulge any more details for now, but rest assured you'll be in
for an evening of monstrously good fun... So keep an eye out (here and at #LapworthLates) for
future call-outs for our student-led organising committee, for artists / creatives and for
researchers to deliver mini talks and activities. If you have ideas or suggestions for the future,
let us know.

Evidence Week

Sense About Science, a charity that campaigns for the better use of evidence and data in all
areas of society, launched its first ever 'Evidence Week' event in Parliament on 25th June and the
PER Team were there, along with a wide range of MPs, civil servants and members of the public
from all walks of life, to advocate for evidence-based policy and the critical role of research in
public life. Want to know more? Read our blog post to find out what happened.

CUPI

On 3rd July the National Coordinating Centre for Public Engagement (NCCPE) held a day-long
event at ImpactHub in Digbeth to explore the potential for partnerships between local
community groups and Midlands-based researchers. Find out more here and also see the
opportunities section below for your chance to get involved with community-based
organisations.

Engage Awards

The NCCPE recently announced the winners of the 2018 Engage Awards so if you want
inspiration from different types of excellent public engagement projects, see the winners' case
studies here.

Congratulations
Well done to our fab PGCARMs (Post-Graduate Certificate in Advanced Research Methods)
students who presented their public engagement projects in front of their assessment
panel and a wonderful engaged audience. The numbers are now being crunched and we'll
soon be able to announce the winner of our Alice Roberts Award for PGR Excellence in
Public Engagement, to be presented at PER Day 2019.
We're also hoping to run a new, improved version of our post-graduate training module
next year, which will be open to a wider range of PGRs, details of which will be announced
in the coming months.

Upcoming Events/ Opportunities
Breakfast Brainstorm

Every last Wednesday of the month the PER
team run an informal drop-in session for
anyone from the University of
Birmingham interested in public
engagement. The next date is 29th August
2018 from 9-11am - for more information
see HERE.

Green Heart Festival

Green Heart Festival is coming! If you have a
public engagement idea that you would like
to bring to life in the heart of our campus let
the Festival Task Group know or ask us for
advice.

Celebrating ESRC Impact

Research Planning and Cultural Engagement
are holding a showcase of impact funded
through the ESRC Impact Acceleration
Account (IAA) in March 2019. If you received
IAA funding and want to extend your impact
through reaching new audiences send a
short expression of interest to Elizabeth
Goodyear by

10th August.

PER Evaluation Survey

The NCCPE are working to develop better
tools and guidance to support researchers to
evaluate their PER activities and demonstrate
impact and are collecting the views and
experiences of researchers and professional
services who are involved with PER. The
survey only takes a few minutes and is open
until September.

Royal Society Exhibitions

The Royal Society 2018 Summer Exhibition is
about to open, which means that the search
is on for ideas for their Summer Exhibition
2019 so if you’ve got a suggestion get your
submission in before 7th September.

British Science Festival

If you’re looking for public engagement
inspiration, why not head to BSF 2018 held
in Hull from 11th to14th September. where
the Presidential Address will be given by LES
Director of Education, Professor Jeremy
Pritchard. Also watch this space for call outs
to submit ideas for next years’ Festival or
why not advise on one of the BSA’s Scientific
Sections who help to decide on themes and
content for the Festival?

LES PER Forum

After a little hiatus, the College of Life and
Enviromental Sciences PER Forum is back!
Join other LES PER enthusiasts
on 14th September to find out about goings
on within the College and chat all things PER.

More details to follow. For those from other
Colleges, watch this space for other forums
or get in touch if you'd like to help run one.

Science in Public Organiser

The Science in Public Conference 2019 are
seeking an experience science
communicator to join their organising
committee for their next meeting, which will
be held in Manchester, 10th-12th July. The
opportunity is paid and you can apply here
until 17th September.

Biochemistry PER Funding

The Biochemical Society Scientific Outreach
Grant scheme is open for applications until
24th September. Grantees receive <£1,000
to run an event or initiative for young people
or local communities. See here for details
and to apply, here for criteria or here for
inspiration from previous grantees. If you
have a relevant idea, but are not yet a
BiochemSoc member let us know.

Creativity & Culture Conference

The second annual Creativity and Culture
online conference will take place on

22nd September and the organisers are

currently looking for academics, educators
and entrepreneurs with an interest in the
creative economy to take part in interviews,
presentations and panel discussions. Tickets
HERE and more details of last years’ event
HERE.

Research @ the Heart of Brum

Join us for a celebration of UoB research in
the City Centre! On Saturday 6th October
the PER Team will be helping UoB
researchers to take over the main concourse
at New Street Station from 10am-5pm. The
event will feature games, demos and handson activities to bring our amazing research
to life. GET INVOLVED - we still have spaces
so send us your ideas by 31st August.

Malvern Festival of Innovation

Will be held in venues around Great Malvern
from 8th-13th October 2018. Tuesday 9th
October is Next Generation Innovators which
attracts <700 students and teachers. Apply
to take part here. Saturday 13th October is

Family Day which you apply to be part of
here. For both events the organisers are
keen to include hands-on exhibits. Please
direct any questions or ideas here.

Ada Lovelace Day

Ada Lovelace Day celebrates the role of
women in STEM and this year will be held on
9th October. There will be an Ada Live!
‘science cabaret’ event at the Institute of
Engineering and Technology, London, which
you can get involved in or, alternatively why
not organise your own event here in
Birmingham? You’ll be joining hundreds of
others running events and celebrating all
over the world!

Arts and Science Festival

The Cultural Engagement team are excited
to announce that the University of
Birmingham’s 7th Arts & Science Festival will
take place from June 2019, with a special
programme running throughout the year, in
celebration of the Green Heart. A call for
events will be released in September, but to
discuss ideas in the meantime, direct
enquiries to Rachel Yardley.

NCCPE Updates

Want to stay up to date with best practice in
public engagement? Read the latest issue of
the Research For All journal here.
Interested in working with museums? Take a
look at the NCCPE's new Museums and
Universities Partnership Initiative (MUPI)
resources and tools here.

MathsJam

The MathsJam annual gathering will take
place on 17th-18th November and the
organisers are looking for activities to run on
the Saturday night, for info or to apply see
HERE. The monthly Birmingham MathsJam is
seeking support to keep running, so if you
want to help others talk, play and solve all
things maths email HERE.

Moon Fest 2019

Finally, we are also looking for UoB researchers interested
in getting involved with Moon Fest, an upcoming 2019
project by theatre company Little Earthquake to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landings. We
encourage you to think broadly about how your research
might fit into the theme: Does ageing differ in space? How
does space affect astronauts' mental health? What new

materials are needed for future space travel? etc! Get in
touch with us now with your ideas!

The Hero Project

The Hero Project CIC help upskill communities to be more resilient.
Their vision is: 'empowering people to share their stories, be
creative and think about their life, family and community choices'.
They are now developing THINK! Tools to help communities to
build transferable skills that lead to better thinking, questions and
ultimately better outcomes and are looking for researchers to get
involved. Get in touch with us or Deana Wildgoose if you are
interested.

Funding Opportunities
Internal funding

The PER Team has a small pot of funding available to help researchers to get great PER
ideas off the ground. Small grants of <£250 can be applied for year round and we also
have larger grants of <£2,000 which are assessed quarterly. The next deadline is
31st August for outcome w/c 17th September. Find out more and apply HERE.

External funding

Check out the lists on our blog, they’re divided into science/tech on one list and
social/community based initiatives on another.

Questions? Know of more opportunities?
Been doing PER? Or need advice and support?
Let us know via:
Twitter

Blog

Email

