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As the nights begin to draw in, PER Team HQ remains aglow with activity. Our
first

Research at the Heart of Brum

event facilitated a massive 1,500 interactions

between researchers and the public in just a few short hours. Our fourth Worlds Collide,
this time with dedicated seed corn funding, was unleashed and generated lots of creative
ideas, which we hope to help bring to life over the coming months. Plus tickets for

Lapworth Lates: HERE BE MONSTERS and the inaugural Royal Society of Biology
Outreach and Engagement Symposium in November are going quicker than vampires at
sunrise. Read on to find out what we've been up to and how you can get involved..

Look into my crystal ball!
For the PER Team it seems that this autumn is all about looking to the future, and not just
because all of the freshers on campus...
October 10th saw the launch of the second ever Brum Youth Trends Report, a detailed survey
of over 1,500 local young people. The launch Summit was held at the Town Hall and attracted
over 400 attendees interested in creating a Birmingham that reflects the wants and needs of
young people. You can also request access to the report data here.
We've also been thinking about how to drive forward public engagement at UoB for the future.
One approach we're trying is to provide flexible seed-corn funding to researchers who want to
get started in PER, offering up to £250 on a rolling basis. We launched the funding in April and
are thrilled to see it starting to make a difference. Find out about one of our first recipients,
Victoria Anker, and her experience at the NCCPE's Engage Academy. More inspiring case
studies coming soon, or get in touch if you'd like to write one.
We've also been giving a lot of thought to how we can better involve undergraduates in research
engagement and are delighted to announce that students can now earn Personal Skills Award
points for Research Engagement volunteering. Just 15 hours of activity earns 40 points or half
of a foundation award. Plus we now award CV-bolstering Engagement Certificates to everyone
who gets involved. What's more, we'll be launching an amazing new PER reward initiative very
soon so watch this space!
It's also coming up to conference season for PER folk and the Team are busily preparing
sessions on Designing Demos and Media Engagement for the RSB Outreach and Engagement
conference on the 14th November (free tickets available, see below) as well as an Audience
Development session for the NCCPE's Engage Conference in Edinburgh on 29th November.
Hopefully we'll see some of you there!

Congratulations
This month we've awarded two small grants from our Public Engagement Fund. A big well
done to Heather Flowe and Samantha Cruz who received funding to support their
activities at our Heart of Brum event on 6th October and at Research Changes Lives on
27th October, respectively.
We love to support great engagement projects, so if you have a great idea, why not
apply?

Upcoming Events/ Opportunities
Research Changes Lives

A showcase of NIHR funded research in Birmingham
including stand presentations and talks. Taking place on
27th October at the Library of Birmingham, 1pm-4:30pm
#ResearchChangesLives18

Manchester Science Festival

From the 18th - 28th October Manchester Science and
Industry Museum creates a place for innovative, surprising
and meaningful experiences, with events across the city.
Full programme here and includes UoB researchers!

IOP Grants

The Institute of Physics is awarding grants up to £3,000 to
individuals and organisations for physics-based event in
the UK and Ireland in 2019. Funding can last up to a year.
Full details here, deadline 29th October, 5pm.

Breakfast Brainstorm

Our next monthly drop-in session will take
place on 31st October 2018 from 9-11am.
Open to all who want to learn more or get
advice and support on public engagement.
Find us in Muirhead Tower Starbucks, upper
level seating – look out for the PER Team
banner! See HERE or check #uobbrainstorm.

ESRC Festival of Social Sciences

Celebrates how pioneering social, economic and political
research impacts everyday life. The Festival runs in venues
around the UK from 3rd – 10th November. Find out more
about events happening in Birmingham here.

Stand Up For Science

Sense About Science are running their next media workshop
at the Wellcome Collection in London on 14th November.
It’s a free, day-long event for early career scientists,
engineers, medics and social scientists to learn about how
to interact with the media and policymakers and how to
engage the public with research. Apply for a place here,
deadline 4th November.

Lapworth Lates: HERE BE MONSTERS

The second edition of the Lates is coming on 7th
November, this time with added monsters. HERE BE
MONSTERS will feature research on monsters of the
real, metaphorical, imaginary, microscopic and societal
kinds. Register for FREE ticket HERE – but be quick!

RSB Engagement Symposium

The Royal Society of Biology are holding their first ever
Outreach and Engagement Symposium at the University of
Birmingham on 14th November, 9am-5pm. Check out the
draft programme here and book your place here. Tickets
are £10 for RSB members & UoB staff (£20 for others), plus
PER Team have a limited free tickets. Email us and tell us
why you’d benefit from going to secure one.

MathsJam

The MathsJam annual gathering will take place on 17th18th November and the organisers are looking for activities
to run on the Saturday night, for info or to apply see HERE.
Plus the monthly Birmingham MathsJam is organisers, so if
you want to help others with all things maths email HERE.

Images of Research

Calling all PGRs! Can you capture your entire research
project in a single image? Enter the Graduate School’s
Images of Research competition and win up to £100! Find
out more and enter here. Deadline

Graphic Engagement Workshop
The first in our new series of standalone
creative workshops will be held on
6th December, this time with a focus on
‘Graphic Engagement’ i.e. collaborations
with graphic artists, illustrators, comic

24th November.

enthusiasts etc. Find out more and sign up
for your free ticket here.

Pharmacology Bursaries

The British Pharmacological Society offers funding to their
members for engagement activities – <£250 available year
round or <£1,500 available biannually, the next deadline
is 1st January, see here for more info and to apply.

Funding for Physiology PER

The Physiological Society offer grants of up to £5,000 to
members and non-members to ‘promote the discussion of
physiology with public audiences’. Applications open soon
for the next round with a deadline of 14th January, so get
thinking! More info here.

BSF Back in the West Mids

British Science Festival is coming to Warwick in 2019.
Applications will open soon for Award Lecture nominations
and Activity Proposals with closing dates in January. So get
thinking! PER Team are happy to help too so email us if you
want to discuss an idea.

Green Heart Festival

Green Heart Festival is coming! If you have a
public engagement idea that you would like
to bring to life in the heart of our campus let
the Festival Task Group know or ask us for
advice.

PGR Advanced Stills Training (PGCARMs)

Learn how to design, deliver, evaluate and present your own
public engagement activity through our Research
Communication and Public Engagement module. Register
here or email us.

PSA Points

Undergraduates can now get their public engagement
activities recognised and rewarded through the Personal
Skills Award. Public Engagement activity is classed as
‘Research Engagement Volunteering’ and 15+ hours of
activity is worth 40 points and can be completed at any
time during undergraduate study. More details here.

BHBN Hospital Radio

Are you a medical researcher who would love the chance to
explain your research to patients on radio? Then BHBN
Radio want to hear from you! Get in touch with Matt Ward to
get involved.

Are you a good eye witness?

Join UoB psychologists at their upcoming events to find out
how reliable your brain is! They’ll be running half-term
workshops at the ThinkTank Museum and online seminars
as part of the ESRC Festival. For more information email
Laura Stevens.

Big Bang Fair

Volunteering at engagement events can be a great way to
get experience and help you get started in engaging others
in your own research. Big Bang delivers activities for
thousands of children each year and is recruiting volunteers
now. Find out what roles are available and how to apply,
robotics specialist roles available too!

STEM Ambassador Training

STEM Ambassadors have created several free online courses to
learn about different elements of engaging school children with
research. Anyone can sign up through Future Learn for courses on
Planning Activities, Communicating Research, Evaluation and
Feedback and Diversity and Inclusivity.

NCCPE Updates

Want to stay up to date with best practice in
public engagement? Read the latest issue of
the Research For All journal here.

Reaction Awards

Grants up to £5,000 are available to any
researcher for public engagement activities
provided the application includes research in
an STFC-funded area of science or
technology. Full details here, applications
open year round.

Funding Opportunities
Internal funding

The PER Team has a small pot of funding available to help researchers to get great PER
ideas off the ground. Small grants of <£250 can be applied for year round and we also
have larger grants of <£2,000 which are assessed quarterly. The next deadline is
31st November for outcome w/c 10th December, then 28th February for outcome w/c
18th March. Find out more and apply HERE.

External funding

Check out the lists on our blog, they’re divided into science/tech on one list and
social/community based initiatives on another.

Questions? Know of more opportunities?
Been doing PER? Or need advice and support?
Let us know via:

Twitter

Blog

Email

