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As Autumn sets in we're into the busiest time of year on campus and Public Engagement
is no exception! With our pilot
spooky second edition of

Research in the Heart of Brum event almost upon us, our
Lapworth Lates coming in November and a whole

smorgasbord of external opportunities in the offing, we've got something for all levels
and interests...

Let's get together
The last month for PER Team has been all about communities of practice - reminding us how we
do best when we're sharing ideas and working together, ahh!
On 10th September the University held it's 2nd Research Conference and PER Team were there
with our new Engagement Aim Game, Pledge Cards, a lively, academic-led session on
Communities of Practice in Engagement and even 'Engaged' stickers.
Friday, 14th September was a double PER whammy. First was the return of the College of Life
and Environmental Sciences PER Forum, which prompted lots of discussion and brought some
great FutureLearn resources to our attention (see opportunities section). We'll soon be
expanding to EPS too, so look out for the next Forums in the coming months. Second up was an
NCCPE event for PER professionals to discuss how the new REF guidelines will work for Public
Engagement. A lot of (sometimes heated) discussion ensued and it was a great reminder of what
a passionate and driven bunch public engagement people are. Read more here.
Next up was the University of Nottingham 'Nottingham Engaged' conference on 17th
September, which was a brilliant opportunity to share ideas and practice with academics as well
as a whole range of PER, policy engagement and comms professionals. With planning for our
own PER Day 2019 now underway, we'll definitely be aiming to foster a similarly collaborative,
open and dynamic atmosphere. So watch this space and do let us know if you have ideas.
One of the great things about PER is that it really does encourage collaboration across
traditional divides so with that in mind make sure you come along to our upcoming events:

Research at the Heart of Brum

research 'take-over' of the New Street Station main
concourse, Saturday, 6th October, 11am-3pm.
Worlds Collide mixer session for creatives and biomedical scientists with pitching session
to help make great ideas reality, 17th October 11:45am-3pm
Lapworth Lates - HERE BE MONSTERS our amazing on-campus museum as you've never
seen it before, 7th November 7-10pm
RSB Outreach and Engagement conference bringing together bioscientists from around
the UK for masterclasses in engagement and networking, 14th November 9:30am-5pm
For more details of how to get involved in these events see the listings below or contact us.

Congratulations
It's been a bumper month for our Public Engagement Fund and we're thrilled to
congratulate our three successful applicants!
First up is Lee Aiyegbusi who received a large grant to run a patient, public and clinician
forum to explore what electronic self-reporting of outcomes means for kidney patients
and how clinicians and researchers can best listen to those who are living with
conditions.
Sarah Kuehne received a small grant for materials to bring her 'Build a Biofilm' demo to
our Research in the Heart of Brum event.
And a final well done to Josh Allen, who got a small grant to help support engagement at
a Battle of Algiers film screening event at the MAC.
We love to support great engagement projects, so if you have a great idea, why not
apply?

Upcoming Events/ Opportunities
Breakfast Brainstorm

Our next monthly drop-in session will take
place on 31st October 2018 from 9-11am.
Open to all who want to learn more or get
advice and support on public engagement.
Find us in Muirhead Tower Starbucks, upper
level seating – look out for the PER Team
banner! See HERE or check #uobbrainstorm.

Front-line

Discover how the next generation of cancer
scientists are shining a new light on our
oldest enemy, and how the future vision of
healthcare is becoming a modern day reality.
Speakers include UoB researchers. Free event
at ThinkTank, 29th September, book now

Research Changes Lives

Showcase of NIHR funded research in Birmingham including
stand presentations and talks. Taking place on 27th
October at the Library of Birmingham, 1pm-4:30pm
#ResearchChangesLives18

Ingenious Awards

The Royal Academy of Engineering Ingenious
scheme is now open for submissions. Grants
of £3,000-£30,000 are available for projects
that will creatively engage the public,
especially those from underrepresented
groups, with engineers and engineering.
Deadline is 4pm, Monday 1st October.

Physics Comms Stars

Are you or do you know an early career
researcher (ECR) who is brilliant at engaging
others with their physics research?
Nominations for the Institute of Physics ECR
Physics Communicator Award are now open!
See here for criteria and to apply, deadline is

1st October.

Legacies of WW1 2019 Festivals

Legacies of the First World War is a series of
festivals throughout 2019 in Birmingham (March), Northern
Ireland (May), South Wales (July), Glasgow (August) and
London (November). The organisers are seeking community
organisations, heritage and creative workers, academics,
local historians and members of the public to get involved.
Contact Nicola Gauld by 1st October.

New Generation Thinkers

Are you an articulate arts & humanities researcher who is
keen to develop experience in broadcast media? The AHRC
and BBC are looking for ten academics (including PhD) to
undergo media training and have the opportunity to work
with world-class broadcasters. Find out more and apply
here, the deadline is

4th October.

Media Masterclass

The NCCPE is piloting media training, facilitated by Craig
Henderson, to help academics better understand how to
engage the media and the benefits of doing so. The oneday workshop is in Bristol on
book here.

4th October and costs £190 -

Research @ the Heart of Brum

Join us for a celebration of UoB research in the City Centre!
On Saturday 6th October we'll be taking over the main
concourse at New Street Station from 11am-3pm. The event
will feature games, demos and hands-on activities to bring
our amazing research to life.

Malvern Festival of Innovation

Will be held in venues around Great Malvern
from 8th-13th October 2018. Tuesday 9th
October is Next Generation Innovators which
attracts <700 students and teachers. Apply
to take part here. Saturday 13th October is
Family Day which you apply to be part of
here. For both events the organisers are
keen to include hands-on exhibits. Please
direct any questions or ideas here.

Ada Lovelace Day

Ada Lovelace Day celebrates the role of
women in STEM and this year will be held on
9th October. There will be an Ada Live!
‘science cabaret’ event at the Institute of
Engineering and Technology, London, which
you can get involved in or, alternatively why
not organise your own event here in
Birmingham? You’ll be joining hundreds of
others running events and celebrating all
over the world!

Twitter for Research

An introductory workshop for UoB researchers and
academics on the potential benefits of using Twitter, how to
get started and reflections on its role within higher
education, places are limited so sign up for this session on
10th October 2-3pm here.

Worlds Collide IV - Biomedical Special

Join artist Charlotte Jarvis on Wednesday October 17th for
an afternoon exploring and initiating collaborations
between scientists, artists, creatives and curious organisms
of all varieties. Hear from sci/art collaborators Jon
Mueller and artist John Gage and develop new
interdisciplinary engagement project ideas with a chance to
bid for seed-corn funding. Register now

Stand Up For Science

Sense About Science are running their next media workshop
at the Wellcome Collection in London on 14th November.
It’s a free, day-long event for early career scientists,
engineers, medics and social scientists to learn about how
to interact with the media and policymakers and how to
engage the public with research. Apply for a place here,

deadline 4th November.

Lapworth Lates: HERE BE MONSTERS

The second edition of the Lates is coming on 7th
November, this time with added monsters. The theme is

HERE BE MONSTERS, so if your research features monsters
of the real, metaphorical, imaginary, microscopic, societal
or any other kind then get involved

RSB Engagement Symposium

Save the date! The Royal Society of Biology,
together with other society partners and
UoB, are holding their first ever Outreach
and Engagement Symposium in Birmingham
on 14th November 2018. More details to
follow...

New Research Blog

Medical physicist, Matt Ward, is launching a
now blog to bring the human stories of early
career researchers to the public in a chatty
and accessible style, but he needs help. If
you’re an ECR who wants to share their
passion science through a short interview,
drop Matt a line or see here for more details.

Green Heart Festival

Green Heart Festival is coming! If you have a
public engagement idea that you would like
to bring to life in the heart of our campus let
the Festival Task Group know or ask us for
advice.

Arts and Science Festival

The Cultural Engagement team are excited
to announce that the University of
Birmingham’s 7th Arts & Science Festival will
take place from June 2019, with a special
programme running throughout the year, in
celebration of the Green Heart. A call for
events will be released soon or direct
enquiries to Rachel Yardley.

MathsJam

The MathsJam annual gathering will take
place on 17th-18th November and the
organisers are looking for activities to run on
the Saturday night, for info or to apply see
HERE. The monthly Birmingham MathsJam is
seeking support to keep running, so if you
want to help others talk, play and solve all
things maths email HERE.

Moon Fest 2019

Finally, we are also looking for UoB researchers interested
in getting involved with Moon Fest, an upcoming 2019
project by theatre company Little Earthquake to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landings. We
encourage you to think broadly about how your research
might fit into the theme: Does ageing differ in space? How
does space affect astronauts' mental health? What new
materials are needed for future space travel? etc! Get in
touch with us now with your ideas!

BSF Back in the West Mids

British Science Festival is coming to Warwick in 2019. Applications
will open soon for Award Lecture nominations and Activity
Proposals with closing dates in January. So get thinking! PER Team
are happy to help too so email us if you want to discuss an idea.

NERC Survey

If you’re a NERC-funded researcher then the National Coordinating
Centre for Public Engagement wants to hear from you! The NCCPE
want to better understand what public engagement support and
experiences NERC researchers have had to improve resource and
support for the future. The survey is here and should only take a
few minutes to complete.

STEM Ambassador Training

STEM Ambassadors have created several free online courses to
learn about different elements of engaging school children with
research. Anyone can sign up through Future Learn for courses on
Planning Activities, Communicating Research, Evaluation and
Feedback and Diversity and Inclusivity.

Funding Opportunities
Internal funding

The PER Team has a small pot of funding available to help researchers to get great PER
ideas off the ground. Small grants of <£250 can be applied for year round and we also
have larger grants of <£2,000 which are assessed quarterly. The next deadline is
31st November for outcome w/c 10th December, then 28th February for outcome w/c
18th March. Find out more and apply HERE.

External funding

Check out the lists on our blog, they’re divided into science/tech on one list and
social/community based initiatives on another.

Questions? Know of more opportunities?
Been doing PER? Or need advice and support?
Let us know via:
Twitter

Blog

Email

