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Campus life is well and truly back in swing with a brand new batch of U-o-Brummies
preparing for their studies. But if the thought of queues at all the lunch outlets is getting
you down, why not plan in some public engagement activities to look forward to?
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Bodies, bots and a bountiful bunch of events
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The observant among you may have noticed that your inboxes were left PER Team news-less last
month. We're sorry about that. But it does mean two things: 1. PER Team are refreshed for the new
academic year after some much needed leave and 2. you're in for a bumper issue this time round,
yippee!
It hasn't all been R&R though, we've been busily planning a jam-packed few months of events. On
24th October, 7-10pm, we'll be taking our museum lates to a new venue with the first Thinktank
Lates and what a bonanza we've got in store. The evening will feature a host of performances
and activities that mix science, culture, art and more to create a night like no other. Plus we'll be
officially launching MICROBOTS, a new interactive museum exhibit created through a collaboration
between the School of Maths and Thinktank.
Then on 21st November, 6:30-9pm, we'll be hosting a panel event on campus as part of Being
Human Festival. Where a stellar line-up of Birmingham Heroes including Prof Alice Roberts will be
exploring the 21st Century Body, from ever-changing beauty ideals to increasingly complex
questions about the property rights of human biomaterials.
If you want to turn your inspiration into action, why not take advantage of our training
sessions? First up is a special workshop on 3rd October for the Centre of Human Brain
Health who will soon be launching their own public engagement strategy. Contact Sara Calzolari
(PER Intern) if you're a CHBH member who'd like to attend. Then we'll have a bumper training day
on 4th November with The Engaged Researcher: Intro to Engagement and Impact (10am12:30pm), then Design-a-Demo: How to Make Research Hands-on (1-3pm) and finally
Newsworthy: How to Navigate the Media (3-4:30pm). Come along for one, two or all three!
Perhaps you're still keen to take part in the Green Heart Festival, but need artistic input? From
mid-November we'll be collaborating with Arts & Science Festival to run a month-long mentoring
workshops for researchers to work with professional artists. Get in touch to sign up. Or if you'd
love to get to grips with digital engagement, sign-up for our latest Creative Engagement
workshop on 22nd January, which will feature experienced UoB researchers, plus Christopher
Wakefield who ran the successful Must Farm online campaign.
Finally, a huge thank you to the 30+ researchers who joined us as part of the Green Heart Festival
for the latest Research at the Heart of Brum pop-up market. Our stalls which featured research
from across the institution saw over 750 interactions and we even stayed (almost) dry. Take a look
at the activities over on Twitter at #HeartofBrum

Breakfast Brainstorm

Our next monthly drop-in
session will be 30th
October, 9-11am. Open to all
who want to learn more or get
advice and support on public
engagement. Find us in
Muirhead Tower Starbucks,
upper level seating.

Brainstorm Info

UoBe Enlightened

Arts & Science Festival

To celebrate the opening of
the Teaching & Learning
Building in January, there will
be a TEDx-style day of short
talks in the new facilities as
part of the Green Heart
Festival. The organisers are
currently looking for
researchers to get involved,
deadline 14th October.

Want to work with a
professional artist to create an
event for Arts and Science
Festival? Take part in our
four-week mentoring
workshop programme (4
sessions from mid-November
to mid-December). Some
funding available to support
great ideas.

Sign Up Now

Engaged Researcher

Get Involved

Design-a-Demo

What does it mean to carry out
'engaged research' and how
can you create 'impact'? Find
out everything you need to get
started in engagement and
impactful research in this
workshop session, 4th
November, 10am-12:30pm.

Simple demonstrations of
research can be worth their
weight in gold for public
events, but it can be hard to
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Demystifying the Media

Want to engage with the
media, but don't know where
to start? Or have ideas but are
worried about how to get your
message across without
2/5
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Christmas Lectures

translate complex information
into a hands-on activity. Join
us on 4th November, 1-3pm,
for this workshop to learn how
it's done and get creative in
developing your very own
demo.

Sign Up Now

becoming fake news? Join us
for a skills and myth-busting Translate
workshop on 4th November
3-4:30pm.

Sign Up Now

MRF Fleming Funds

Creative Engagement
The University of Birmingham
and Thinktank Museum will be
hosting live screenings of this
years Royal Institution
Christmas lectures on 12th &
14th December. The 2019
theme is algorithms and we're
looking for researchers to
deliver lightning talks and
activities.

Get Involved

Climate Awards

The latest in our
#CreativeEngagement series
looks at what is needed for
success in digital engagement
with Prof Alice Roberts,
Christopher Wakefield of the
Must Farm project and
experienced UoB researchers.
Taking place on 22nd January
2020, 12-4pm.

The MRF Alexander Fleming
Dissemination Scheme
provides funding of <£30,000
to support the dissemination
of MRC and MRF-funded
research results to the wider
public, deadline 2nd October.

Details and Apply

Biochem Diversity
Funds

Sign Up Now

Stand Up For Science
Climate Outreach is holding
its first Climate
Communications Awards.
Categories include
Exceptional Public
Engagement Project, Talented
Photographer and People's
Choice Climate Communicator
of the Year. Deadline 4th
October.

Apply Now

Big Draw Fest

FREE workshop in central
London on 12th November,
10am-5pm with Angela Saini,
Tom Chivers and Stephen
Timms MP and more to find
out how you can stand up for
your research in the media.
Open to ECRs (PhD students,
post-doctoral fellows or
equivalents) across all STEM
and social science fields.
Apply by 11th October.

Apply Now

Big Draw 2019, ‘Drawn to
Life’, is seeking input from
scientists, researchers and
those involved in outreach and
engagement. The organisers
are interested in labs books,
data visualisations, images of
experiments, sculptures,

STFC PER Grants
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Biochemical Society’s Diversity
in Science scheme provides
grants <£500 to support and
address issues relating to
diversity in science.
Applications are welcome from
all areas of science and you do
not need to be a member to
apply. Deadline 18th October.

Details and Apply

British Science Week

British Science Week returns
8th-17th March 2020. Grants
<£1,000 to organise events
with schools or community
groups. Full criteria available
here. Previous grantee projects
here. Deadline 11th
November.

Details and Apply
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I'm an Earth Scientist...

Two schemes now open: Spark
Awards are <£15,000 and
support programmes of public
engagement. Details here,
deadline 24th October.
Nucleus Awards are
<£100,000 and support large,
sustained programmes of
engagement. Details here,
Stage One deadline 7th
November.

Details and Apply

To help promote underrepresented groups in Earth
Science, the Geological Society
education team wants photos
of Earth Scientists in any field
holding a sign that reads ‘I’m
an Earth Scientist’ in their
work/study environment. The
images will be collated to
show the diversity of earth
science. Deadline 25th
November, details here.

Submit Photos

PharmaSoc Bursaries

Longitude Explorer
Prize

Find Out More

Reaction Awards

Grants of up to £500 are
available to members of the
Genetics Society to cover costs
associated with travel and
materials for PER activities
relevant to genetics. Open
year round.

Apply Now

Astronomy Networking

Grants <£25,000 for winning
ideas, from schools or youth
groups (11-16 years old), on
how to use artificial
intelligence to help people live
longer, together and/or
greener. Deadline 29th
November.

Apply Now

The British Pharmacological
Society offers members
funding for engagement
activities – <£250 available
year round.

Genetics Society GrantsTranslate

Plant Pathology Funds

Grants <£2,000 from the
British Society of Plant
Pathology to promote an
understanding and awareness
of the importance of Plant
Pathology to a wider audience
than its membership. Rolling
quarterly deadlines.

The Royal Astonomical Society
education & outreach training
day is taking place at the Life
Science Centre in Newcastle
Upon Tyne on 5th December.
Anyone involved in astronomy
or geophysics engagement is
welcome to attend and submit
an abstract to speak /
demonstrate their
engagement work.

Info and Register

NC3Rs Grants

Apply Now

ESRC Impact Account
Grants up <£5,000 available
to any researcher for public
engagement activities
provided the application
includes research in an STFCfunded area of science or
technology. Applications open
year round.

Up to £1,500 to support
NC3Rs-funded researchers
(past and present) to engage
the public with approaches to
replace, reduce and refine
animal use in science.
Deadline: quarterly.

Apply Now
The ESRC Impact Acceleration
Account (IAA) is a flexible and
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dynamic fund to support
knowledge exchange and
impact to engage nonacademic users in generating
positive change. Several
different levels of grant are
available, <£20,000. First
deadline Autumn 2019.

Translate

Info and Guidance

UoB PER Fund
Don't forget!! PER Team has a small pot of funding available to

help researchers to get great PER ideas off the ground. Up to £250
can be applied for year round with quarterly calls for <£2,000; next
deadline 28th November. Find out more and apply HERE.

PER Fund and Engage Bursary Success
Well done to Azarmidokht Gholamipour Shirazi & Ioanna Zafeiri in
Chemical Engineering, who were successful in securing a small PER
Fund grant for their activities at Malvern Festival of Innovation.
Plus congratulations to Kyle Smith (International Development),
Helen Chantal Coulthard (Cancer Clinical Trials), Ilija Rasovic
(Liberal Arts and Natural Sciences) and Ting Yan (Electrical
Engineering) on securing bursaries of £400 each to attend the
leading UK public engagement conference, Engage 2019.
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